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PETA honors VBPD's Bryan Morgan 
for saving owl on VB Boulevard

PETA recently presented 
a Compassionate Police De-
partment award to the Virgin-
ia Beach Police Department's 
Second Precinct for its rescue 
of a red screech owl on Sunday 
morning. 

When a concerned citizen 
flagged down Officer Bryan 
Morgan and alerted him to the 
injured animal, that was in dan-

ger of being hit by cars on Vir-
ginia Beach Boulevard, Officer 
Morgan emptied his file box, 
placed the owl inside and drove 
to Virginia Beach Animal Con-
trol. 

The owl was suffering from 
a broken toe and was sent to a 
local wildlife rehabilitation fa-
cility to recuperate before being 
released back into the wild. 

PETA's Rachel Bellis and Officer Bryan Morgan display the 
award he received for rescuing a wild owl.

Sunnyside Up!

Pastor Aloysius Albritton, over 
300 residents lined up to receive 
gifts.  His system asked congre-
gation members and attendees 
fill out a form with their chil-
dren’s ages so that the Noble-
Teens could find the right gifts.  

Because of the generosity of 
over 100 businesses and organi-
zations around Hampton Roads 
collecting gifts for the kids, the 
Noblemen were able to distrib-
ute them. 

 When the event started in 
the parking lot of the Birdneck 
Shopping Center over 10 years 
ago, the pastor was pleased to 
hear of the Noblemen’s activ-
ities.  In the following years, a 
mutual partnership was formed. 

 “We were blessed to serve 
over 300 families today doing as 
the Bible has commanded us to 
do," said Pastor Albritton. “The 
Bible says it is better to give than 
to receive and to see the look on 
all the little Seatack children's 
faces was such a blessing.  Spe-
cial thanks to the Noblemen, 
Mr. Al Midgett and Mr. Pete 
Reuss, for their service to our 
community for the last 10 years, 

partnering with Virginia Beach 
Community Christian Center 
COGIC. Awesome community 
work!”

The Noblemen is a 501(c)(3) 
non-profit organization based 
out of Virginia Beach, Virginia 
which includes members locat-
ed throughout the Hampton 
Roads region. The Noblemen’s 
mission is to identify and per-
form noble deeds for great local 
kids who are in need of help. 
Visit their website at http://
www.thenoblemen.org/ and 
learn how they continue "Help-
ing Kids & Changing Lives!” 
The group was founded by Al 
Midgett.

 Noblemen member Pete Reuss, 
on left, stands behind Pastor 
Aloysius Albritton as children 
and families joined together at 
Birdneck Shopping Center in the 
spirit of fellowship and good will. 

(Photo by The Noblemen.)
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The Noblemen

North Landing Elementary School students Victoria Nicholson 
and Kylie Marlow show their approval of a "buddy" bench.

North Landing Elementary 
School now has "Buddy Bench-
es" to signal to classmates that 
a friend is needed. NLES guid-
ance counselor, Carolyn Boocks, 
said the benches send a positive 
message to students of cultural 
inclusion, personal caring and 
non-bullying. 

With the support of Prin-
cipal Jill Barger, two benches 
were recently purchased for the 

students and will be placed on 
the playground areas to serve 
as comfort stations for students 
who may feel lonely and need a 
friend. "Our guidance counselor 
has been talking to our students 
about these benches, so our stu-
dents will know that when they 
see someone sitting there, it is a 
signal that they need a ‘buddy’ 
and would like some company 
on the bench," said Boocks.

North Landing ES now has "Buddy Benches" 
Ocean Lakes HS students learn to write code

Working on code in Lab 202, from left to right, Ceven Hill, 
Ethan Danforth and Antonio Spellman.

Ocean Lakes High School stu-
dents were invited recently to par-
ticipate in The Hour of Code, an 
annual event designed to encourage 
students to learn to write code. Af-
ter only one day, over 30 students 
had participated in the event. Two 
Ocean Lakes Student Help Desk stu-
dents, Lucas Alexander and Keano 
Rich, organized stations in the com-
puter lab, printed out instructions 

and assisted students with a variety 
of levels of coding. According to 
Instructional Technology Specialist 
Bridget Mariano, one of the favor-
ite stations was the "Makey Makey." 
Students used "play-doh," bananas 
and aluminum foil to design their 
own user interfaces. The banana pi-
ano was quite a hit. For more infor-
mation about the Hour of Code visit 
HourofCode.com.

Ocean Lakes High School students win at 
Christopher Newport University contest

Surfrider Foundation visit Linkhorn Park Ocean Lakes High School regional math contest winners, left to 
right: Alice Mao, Holden McNerney, Adam Yi, Nathan Luksik 

and Darius Mattson. 

Linkhorn Elementary School students listen attentively to a pre-
sentation by the Surfrider Foundation.

Congratulations to Ocean 
Lakes High School Math and 
Science Academy students Dar-
ius Mattson, Nathan Luksik, 
Holden McNerney and Adam 
Yi for placing third in the team 
competition at the recently held 
Christopher Newport Universi-
ty Regional Mathematics Con-

test. Mattson placed first in the 
individual round for the beach 
division. 

Alice Mao received honor-
able mention for her score in 
the individual round, which was 
the second highest score among 
Ocean Lakes High School par-
ticipants. 

Volunteers from the Surfrider Foundation, Virginia Beach Chapter, 
recently visited Linkhorn Park Elementary School 4th-graders to talk about 
the environment.  Presenters Christina Trapani, project coordinator, Reus-
able Bags 4 Youth Program, Surfrider Foundation, Erica Locher, Back Bay 
National Wildlife Refuge, and elementary school teacher Courtney Morrall 
discussed plastic pollution and problems it causes in Virginia and Virginia 
Beach. Students made connections to what they have learned this year about 
watersheds. 


